Loyola Old Boys Association – 36th Annual General Meeting Report
The 36th Annual General Body meeting of the Old Boys Association, Loyola School, Thiruvananthapuram was held in the School premises on July 10, 2010. The meeting was attended by OBA’s Patron and the Principal of the School, Rev. Fr. Varghese Anikuzhy S J, Rev. Fr. Joseph Edassery S J, Vice Principal of the School, Mr. Arun George, OBA’s outgoing President, Mr. Syam Nath, the outgoing Secretary, Mr. R Somasundaram, the outgoing Treasurer, Dr. Santhosh Rollands, President of Jesuit Alumni Association of India (JAAI), Mr. Jacob Mathan, South Zone representative of JAAI and nearly 100 former students of the School. The meeting was called to order by the President followed by Lighting of the lamp by the members of the 1985 batch. In his Presidential Address, Mr. Arun George paid respects to the departed souls of Fr. Kuruvila S J (Former Principal), Mrs. Lily Muthunayagam and Mrs. Shubha Gomez (Former Teachers). He recalled their contributions to the School’s progress. Secretary Mr. Syam Nath in his annual report touched upon the various activities that the association undertook in the just concluded year. Rev. Fr. Varghese Anikuzhy S J in his Patron’s address raised his concerns of dwindling attendance in OBA’s AGMs but remained hopeful that the tradition will be continued in the coming years. Annual Budget was presented by the treasurer, Mr. R Somasundaram and was passed by the General Body by a voice vote. Rev. Fr. Joseph Edassery recalled the services made by the former students to the progress of the School. This was followed by the Election of OBA’s office bearers for the year 2010-11. The following were duly elected to the respective positions.
President                   : Mr. Manoj Kamanani (1986)
Vice President           : Mr. A. C. Raj (1975)
Secretary                  : Mr. Alex Ajith Philip (1987)
Joint Secretaries        : Mr. Arun Sudarsan (2009)
                                 : Mr. Hari Shanker R (2006)
Treasurer                   : Mr. R Somasundaram (1977)
Mr. Manoj Kamanani, the new President of OBA then addressed the gathering and said that he was humbled by the opportunity given to him to lead this prestigious association. He introduced his team to the gathered members of the OBA. This was followed by Dr. Santhosh Rolland’s address o the audience. He hoped that one of the OBA members will be a part of the Governing Council of JAAI before he steps down from his Presidency during this year’s Patna General Body Meeting of the umbrella organisation of all the Jesuit Alumni Associations in India. 
The Open Forum dealt with the broad topic of Golden Jubilee Celebrations of the School slated to be held in January 2011 and the contributions that the OBA can make towards its successful organising. Members felt that it’s for the School to decide what kind of help it requires from the OBA and requested its Patron Rev. Fr. Varghese Anikuzhy S J to lead them in its efforts to contribute to the School. Later, few members raised concerns about certain aspects of the School, specifically on OBA-School cooperation in Orientation talks given to the students and the library facilities in the School. Mr. Pradeep Suthan (1985) suggested regular Career Counselling for students to make them aware of the higher education opportunities available to them. Rev. Fr. Toby recalled with gratitude the story of a 2004 batch student who decided to sponsor the education of a poor child till he/she graduates. In his reply, Rev. Fr. Varghese Anikuzhy S J tried to dispel all concerns regarding the School’s functioning, assuring the members that the School’s actions are in the best interest of the students and parents. Meeting officially ended with the Vote of Thanks by the newly elected Secretary of the association, Mr. Alex Ajith Philip. Pleasantries were exchanged between the members later in the evening and the discussions carried on during the dinner time.
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